
Description: 

Cretarhabdus loriei GARTNER, 1968 

Arkhangelskiella striata STRADNER: Stover 1966, Micropal., vol. 12, p. 137, 
pl. 2, figs. 3, 4. 
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Cretarhabdus 
loriei 

FIGs. 9a-d, 10 - Cretarhabdtts loriei GARTNER, n. sp., proximal (9a- d) and 
side (10) views of type specimen from Eagle Ford Shale of Texas, light mi
crographs, phase contrast (9a), transmitted light (9b, 10), cross-polarized 
light (9c, d), specimen oriented at about 45° to vibration direction of nicols 

in fig. 9d, x 2500. 

Two cycle elliptical basal disc; crossbar aligned with major and minor axes and supported by 
parallel bars in each quadrant. 

Description: The elliptical basal disc is constructed of 2 cycles, of which the proximal cycle 
is smaller. The central area is large and traversed by relatively delicate crossbars aligned with 
the major and minor axes of the ellipse. In each quadrant of the ellipse a set of parallel bars 
extends from the inner margin of the rim to the crossbars. A stem has not been observed in 
this species. 

Maximum diameter: 12.0 !J.· 

Remarks: 

This species resembles superficially Pontilithus obliquicancellatus GARTNER, n. sp., but that spe
cies has a single cycle in the basal disc and is constructed entirely differently. Cretarhabdus 

loriei is similar to large specimens of C. conicus BRAMLETTE & MARTINI but differs in having 
structurally and crystallographically parallel ribs supporting the crossbars. Stover (1966) 
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identified this species as Arkhangelskiella striata STRADNER, but the species has only 2 cycles in 
the basal disc and distinct crossbars, as opposed to the grooved sutures of Arkhangelskiella. 
Thus, the species is assigned to Cretarhabdus. 

Type level: 

Upper Cretaceous (Eaglefordian). 

Type locality: 

Eagle Ford Shale, Texas, U.S.A. ; sample 2. 

Depository: 

Department of Geology, University of Illinois. Holotype : UI-H-2550 (figs. 9a-d, 10). 

Author: 

Gartner S., Jr. , 1968, p. 21; pl. 24, figs . 9a-d, 10. 

Reference: 

Coccoliths and related calcareous nannofossils from Upper Cretaceous deposits of Texas and 
Arkansas. Univ. Kansas Paleont. Contr., Serial n° 48, Protista, Art. 1, pp. 1- 56, pis. 1-28, 
text-figs. 1-5. 
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